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How many people will lose the health 
coverage they have right now? 

The American public demands and 
deserves to know. 

Madam Speaker, this is not regular 
order and this is not why I came to 
Congress. When Democrats introduced 
the Affordable Care Act, whether you 
supported it or not, we held 79 hearings 
over 2 years, heard from 181 witnesses 
from both sides of the aisle, and posted 
the bill online 30 days before markup. 

The Republicans have done none of 
these things. That is hypocritical and 
shameful. We will resist this dangerous 
repeal proposal, Madam Speaker. 

f 

TRUMP HOTEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to discuss an-
other glaring and scandalous drama in-
volving President Trump’s conflict of 
interest that has been lost in the shuf-
fle of the President’s nightly tweets 
and the daily Russian revelations. I 
would like to talk about the Old Post 
Office Building down the street on 
Pennsylvania Avenue. 

The General Services Administration 
solicited proposals for redevelopment 
of the Old Post Office Building in 2011, 
selected The Trump Organization in 
2012, and signed a 60-year lease in 2013 
to redevelop the building. 

For the first time in U.S. history, a 
sitting President now operates and 
profits from a private business in a tax-
payer-owned Federal building. The Old 
Post Office Building lease agreement 
explicitly prohibits any elected official 
of the U.S. Government from serving as 
a lessee or from profiting under the 
lease. 

Before the President took office, ca-
reer officials at GSA confirmed that 
the prohibition on elected officials ben-
efiting from the lease is a categorical 
ban on any elected official, including 
the President, being a party to or bene-
fiting from the lease. The prohibition 
not allowing elected officials to benefit 
from GSA leases exists because of the 
outsized influence elected officials, es-
pecially the President, have over the 
funding and management of GSA. 

President Trump has violated the 
very terms of the lease agreement that 
his company entered into with the 
United States Government for the 
Trump International Hotel the very 
moment that he took the oath of office 
to become President of the United 
States of America. 

Soon, President Trump will appoint 
the administrator who serves at the 
pleasure of the President. That same 
administrator will be responsible for 
administering and managing the lease 
where the guy who signs his paycheck 
is the guy who benefits from the lease. 
That, ladies and gentlemen, is a classic 
conflict of interest. 

To try to hide this conflict, President 
Trump has announced a so-called di-

vestment plan that has two of his adult 
children responsible for negotiating 
with the GSA on behalf of daddy. If you 
think daddy’s kids won’t make sure 
that daddy is happy with the adminis-
trator and if you think that the admin-
istrator won’t make sure that the kids 
are happy with him, then you would be 
the one who would buy some ocean-
front property in Chicago. Essentially, 
the President controls the man exer-
cising judgment on his lease. 

The Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee has repeatedly written 
to the GSA trying to get more informa-
tion about this glaring problem, but we 
have not received a substantial re-
sponse. On March 7, 2017, Ranking 
Member PETER DEFAZIO and I wrote to 
the GSA Inspector General requesting 
that they examine administration and 
management of the Old Post Office 
Building lease. 
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Congress needs an independent inves-
tigation to determine how and when 
GSA plans to resolve this breach of the 
lease and eliminate this conflict of in-
terest, how GSA is shielding the career 
officials working through this conflict, 
and whether GSA is receiving fair mar-
ket value for any amendments to the 
lease. This lease has already been 
amended five times, without any con-
gressional oversight. 

There is also the elephant in the 
room as to whether this Trump hotel 
business is violating the U.S. Constitu-
tion. It is unclear whether payments 
by foreign governments to the Trump 
International Hotel provide evidence of 
a violation of the Emoluments Clause 
of the Constitution. There are also se-
rious allegations of whether foreign 
diplomats are steering business toward 
the Trump International Hotel. Could 
it be that Putin has already made ar-
rangements to rent the presidential 
penthouse suite in the Trump Hotel for 
$10 million a year for the next 4 years? 
Or perhaps he has paid $100 million for 
an option to lease the Grand Ballroom 
at the Trump Hotel over the next 4 
years. The American people need and 
deserve answers to these very impor-
tant questions. 

President Trump and GSA need to 
come clean and address these conflict 
of interest issues in a transparent fash-
ion that protects the interests of the 
American taxpayers. 

f 

COACH STEVE CHAPMAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. FARENTHOLD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Madam Speaker, 
today I am here to congratulate 
Calallen High School baseball coach 
Steve Chapman on his recent induction 
into the Texas High School Baseball 
Coaches Hall of Fame. 

Coach Chapman was born and raised 
in Hallettsville, Texas. After grad-
uating from Hallettsville High School, 
he attended Blinn College and the Uni-

versity of Mary Hardin-Baylor, where 
he received a degree in education. 
After graduation, he began his coach-
ing career at Victoria Stroman High 
School as an assistant coach. In 1983, 
he became head baseball coach at 
Calallen High School. 

In Coach Chapman’s 33 years at 
Calallen, his Wildcats have won or 
shared 25 district championships and 
have been to the Region 4 finals 19 
times. The Wildcats have reached the 
UIL State tournament on 12 occasions, 
played in the State championship game 
8 times, and have won 3 State cham-
pionships. Coach Chapman’s overall 
record is 967 wins, 204 losses, and 2 ties. 

Coach Chapman’s induction into the 
Hall of Fame is a testament to his hard 
work and the thousands of lives he has 
touched while coaching the Wildcats, 
including my long-time legislative di-
rector, Blake Adami. I offer my con-
gratulations to Coach Chapman, his 
family, and everyone at Calallen. 

f 

REPLACING THE ACA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. HECK) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HECK. Madam Speaker, today I 
would like to share a letter I received 
from Sherry, who lives back in my 
hometown of Olympia, Washington. 

Sherry writes to me: 
My husband was a veteran. He worked as a 

civilian with high security clearance at 
White Sands Missile Range and later as a 
paramedic and firefighter. When I met him, 
I was working as a paramedic, also. We were 
crazy in love. But I lost him to cancer in 
2009, at the age of 56. 

Since the day my husband died, we lost his 
income. I had to figure out how to raise our 
son, who was then 6. I sold my business on 
the Oregon coast, lost my house in Newport, 
and moved to Washington to be with my sis-
ter. I found Olympia a year later and have 
been here since. I have qualified for food 
stamps for the last 8 years. We have de-
pended on the food bank on and off. 

When all this happened, that was before 
ObamaCare, and the $1,000 monthly premium 
for insurance for my family was simply not 
sustainable. At first, I was able to keep my 
insurance through COBRA. But after that 
ran out, we were left to paying for some cut- 
rate insurance that provided very little cov-
erage. 

When the Affordable Care Act was enacted, 
I finally felt relief. I got covered through the 
ACA, and that allowed me to direct some of 
the money I was paying to insurance toward 
food, books, clothing, or tuition. My son is 
now 13, and 6 foot 1, with a size 14 shoe, so we 
go through clothes and shoes for him like 
crazy. 

I still struggle. I still have medical bills 
and collections. I still struggle with food and 
clothes for both myself and my son. I still go 
to the Thurston County Food Bank in down-
town Olympia. But ObamaCare allows me to 
follow my health closely and helps me pay 
for the medical care my son and I require. 

I have a spot on my lung that needs con-
stant monitoring, and ObamaCare has al-
lowed me to go in for those routine MRIs. 
Preventative services like mammograms are 
also paid for. 

Since my husband died, I have been focused 
on raising my son and getting a higher edu-
cation degree. I went to massage school, and 
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